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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to applicant's communication filed on 2/27/04 wherein, 
claims 1-20 are currently pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anecki et al. (PG Pub. 2006/0010377) (Hereinafter referred to as Anecki). 
Anecki discloses a method for processing legal document requests over a network 
connecting a to a plurality of responders, the method comprising: 

providing a legal document database to store a plurality of requests (Anecki fig. 
2, item 1110); 

receiving at the document request database a document (Anecki fig. 2, item 
1140); 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/788,869 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3629 

sending a notification by way of e-mail (Anecki fig. 2, item 1 170); and 
transmitting data from the document request database to the requestor (Anecki 
fig. 8, item 1744). 

the document database sends another notification seeking the other document wherein 
the other notification is sent to another responder (Anecki fig. 2, item 1 1 92). 
receiving at least one response to the notification from the responder (Anecki fig. 2, item 
1192). 

if the at least one response is a request for additional information: notifying the 
requestor about the request for additional information; receiving additional information 
from the requestor; and notifying the responder about the additional information (Anecki 
[0041]) 

the document request database is a distributed database comprising one or more 
database servers distributed over one or more networks (Anecki fig. 3b). 

Anecki does not explicitly disclose processing specifically waivers or a second 
request and processing a second document. However, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to interchange the interactive 
system and method of automating the generation of legal documents with a waiver and 
the ability to process multiple requests. As one skilled in the art would have recognized, 
a waiver is simply an express statement, which intentionally and voluntarily gives up 
something, such as a right. In this case, the applicant's invention waives the failed test 
and authorizes shipment of a device that otherwise functions properly under normal 
operating conditions. The system is voluntarily bypassing the device testing performed 
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by the Automated Test Equipment (ATP), and creating a waiver in order for the device 
to be shipped. Moreover, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill to process 
multiple legal documents upon request. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Janice A. Mooneyham whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6805. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571) 272-6812. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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